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EDUCATION

PhD

2005
Ohio University, School of Communication Studies




Intercultural communication; Rhetorical theory




Committee Chair: Dr. Raymie McKerrow

Dissertation Title: The talking drum: Critical memory

in intercultural communication research
MA

2002
Western Michigan University, School of Communication
Organizational communication

Committee Chair: Dr. Mark P. Orbe

Thesis Title: Playing the game: The value of exploring dialectical tensions and identifying co-cultural communication strategies of Black males in predominantly White organizations
BA

1993
Western Michigan University, School of Communication 

Organizational communication; Black Americana Studies

Research Areas: Intercultural communication; African American rhetorical traditions; Organizational communication; 

Race, culture, and gender studies; Communication theory; The communication of sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship abuse, and violence prevention education; Diversity, multiculturalism, and anti-racism dialogue; Media and critical communication; Studies in transformational leadership 
____________________________________________________________
APPOINTMENTS

2005 ─ Present

Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, George Mason 

University. Tenure track teaching in intercultural communication; persuasion 
and the rhetoric of social movements; Black communication and identity

2007 ─ Present

Chair, African American Communication and Culture Division, National Communication Association 
2006 ─ Present

Faculty Fellow, Campus Climate Committee, George Mason University

2006 ─ Present


Northern VA Youth Violence Prevention Task Force, George Mason University  

2006 ─ 2007

Chair, Intellectual Life Committee, George Mason University

2005 ─ 2006

Primary communications expert, Trinidad and Tobago Police Service Project. Member of international research team to improve crime control capacity in Trinidad and Tobago  
2004 ─ 2005 

Claude Kantner Fellow, University-wide teaching award, Ohio University
2002 ─ 2004

Instructor of record, School of Communication Studies, Ohio University. 
Public speaking classes, exchange program w/ Chubu University, Japan. 

2003 ─ 2004

Teaching Assistant to Dr. Judith Yaross Lee, communication theory. School of

Communication Studies, Ohio University

2003 ─ 2004

Teaching Assistant to Dr. Roger Aden, communication theory. School of Communication Studies, Ohio University

2001 ─ 2002 


Assistant to Dr. Mark P. Orbe, “Civil Rights Health: A Community-Based 
Model.” School of Communication, Western Michigan University & Michigan 

Department of Civil Rights 
______________________________________________________
PUBLICATIONS
Hopson, M. C. (2008). Responding to race and reality TV. Invited essay for 

Critical Studies Media Communication Special Issue.
Hopson, M. C. (2007). Negotiations of organizational Whitespace: Critical  

Reflections of power, privilege, and intercultural (in)sensitivity within 

academia. (Lead article.) In B. J. Allen, L. Flores, and M. P. Orbe’s (Eds.) International and Intercultural Communication Annual: Communicating within/across Organizational Contexts, Volume XXX.  Washington, DC: National Communication Association.
Hopson, M. C. & Orbe, M. P. (2007). Playing the game: Recalling dialectical 
tensions for Black men in oppressive organizational structures. The Howard Journal of Communication (18), pp. 69 - 86.  

Royse, P., Lee, J. Undrahbuyan, B. Hopson, M. & Consalvo, M. (2007). 
Women and games: Technologies of the gendered self. New Media and society, Vol9(4): 555 - 576. Los Angeles, CA: Sage Publications. 
Harter, L. M., Edwards, A., McClanahan, A., Hopson, M. C., & Carson-Stern, 
E. (2004). Organizing for survival and social change: The case of 
Streetwise. Communication Studies, 55 (2), pp. 407- 424.

Hopson, M. C., Hanaki, T., & Lee, P. (2004). Addressing communication 
apprehension. In P. Royse, D. Novak, & S. Titsworth’s (Eds.) 
Fundamentals of public communication. Hayden/McNeil: Ohio 
University.

Hopson, M. C. (2003). For Cynthia, Denise, Carole and Addie Mae: Gazing at 
Whiteness in Spike Lee’s “4 Little Girls.” Journal of Intergroup 
Relations, 30 (3), 39 - 55.

Orbe, M. P., & Hopson, M. C. (2003). Black men on MTV’s “The Real World”. 
In L. Artz’s (Ed.) Communication in the modern world. Pearson: New York.

Orbe, M. P., & Hopson, M. C. (2002). Looking at the front door: Exploring 
images of the Black male on MTV’S The Real World. In J. N. Martin, T. K. Nakayama, & L. A. Flores’ (Eds.) Readings in intercultural contexts: Experiences and contexts. Mayfield: Mountain View, CA.

Hopson, M. C. (2001). Soul searching: Portrait of a young Black man. HPC: 
Grand Rapids, MI.

Hopson, M. C. (2001). Observations of DWB: A very real issue. Journal of 
Intergroup Relations, 30 (3), 77 - 79.
______________________________________________________
ARTICLES UNDER REVIEW
Hopson, M. C. (2008). Happy to be nappy: Children’s stories & Black feminist 


perspectives. Women and Language.  
____________________________________________________________

BOOKS IN PROCESS
Hopson, M. C. & Jackson, R. L. (2008). Masculinity in the Black imagination: 
Contemporary narratives, symbolisms, and representations of Black men. To be submitted to University of Chicago Press. 
Hopson, M. C. (2008). The talking drum: Conceptualizing Black 
communication as critical intercultural communication. (Publisher to be determined.)
_____________________________________________________________

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS

Hopson, M. C. (2008). Imagining Black Fatherhood: Communication Processes, Methods, Discourses, and Strategies—in Response to McClean’s “Black Fathers, Invisible Men.” Paper to be presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, San Diego, CA. 

Hopson, M. C. & Jackson, R. L. (2008). Masculinities in the Black imagination: An examination of contemporary narratives, symbolisms, and representations of Black men. Paper to be presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, San Diego, CA. 
Hopson, M. C. (2007). Lessons from the talking drum: Critical memory and Black manhood among Wright, hooks, and Ellison. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL.

Hopson, M. C. (2007). Addressing Glazer’s third problematic: Proposing critical memory theory in intercultural communication research. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL.

Hopson, M. C. (2006). “CRASH” as critical intercultural contact: Using media as tools for teaching and learning intercultural communication. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, San Antonio, TX.
Hopson, M. C. (2006). Explorations of Black masculinity and White space. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, San Antonio, TX.
Hopson, M. C. (2005). Tracing Black masculinity: A developmental model in 
the Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Boston, MA.
Orbe, M. P., Camara, S. K.,  Hopson, M. C., & Heidtman, A. S. (2005). 
Critical reflections on the utility of third wave feminist theorizing in 
interracial research. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
National Communication Association, Boston, MA.
Hopson, M. C. & Orbe, M. P. (2004). Dialectical tensions of Black males in oppressive organizations. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

Hopson, M. C. (2004). When misperception comes in between: Teaching communication as co-cultural groups in U.S. classrooms. Panel presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

Hopson, M. C. (2004). Gazing at Whiteness in Spike Lee’s “4 Little Girls.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Central States Communication Association, Cleveland, OH.

Meyer, M., Shih, Y., & Hopson, M. C. (2004). C.H.O. us the way: Theorizing intentional ambiguity as feminist rhetorical option. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Central States Communication Association, Cleveland, OH.

Hopson, M. C. (2003). Classroom constructions of Black masculinity as an epidemic: A critical cultural analysis of Malcolm Gladwell’s “The Tipping Point.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Miami, FL.

Hopson, M. C. (2003). For Cynthia, Denise, Carole and Addie Mae: Gazing at Whiteness in “4 Little Girls.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Miami, FL.

Harter, L., Edwards, A. P., McClanahan, A. M., Hopson, M. C., & Carson, E. (2003). Exploring street journals from a co-cultural perspective: The case of StreetWise. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Miami, FL.

Hopson, M. C. (2003). For Cynthia, Denise, Carole and Addie Mae: Gazing at 

Whiteness in Spike Lee’s “4 Little Girls.” Paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Research Colloquium. School of Communication, Ohio University.

Hopson, M. C. (2003). Gazing at Whiteness in Spike Lee’s “4 Little Girls” (Top panel award). Paper presented at the annual meeting of the SCAO, Columbus, OH.
Hopson, M. C. (2002). A problem for the human race: A semiotic analysis of “Twisted Love: Dating Violence Exposed.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, New Orleans, LA.

Hopson, M. C. (2001). The co-cultural experiences of African American men in predominantly White organizations: Explicating a conceptual framework of dialectical tensions. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Atlanta, GA.

Hopson, M. C. (2001). War of images: Black masculinity and manhood standpoints. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Central States Communication Association, Cincinnati, OH.

Hopson, M. C. & Orbe, M. (2001). This is the story… of seven Black men… picked to live in a house… and have their lives stereotyped: A critical analysis of MTV’s Real World. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Central States Communication Association, Cincinnati, OH.
TEACHING

Communication 605, Intercultural communication graduate seminar to be taught in Summer, 2008
Communication 399, Black communication and identity, Fall 2007

Communication 305, Foundations of intercultural communication, Fall 2007

Communication 605, Intercultural communication graduate seminar, Spring 2007, #10532, 4.94/5.00 teaching; 4.78/5.00 class

Communication 305, Foundations of intercultural communication, Spring 2007, #10449, 4.97/5.00 teaching; 4.93/5.00 class

Communication 326 Persuasion and rhetoric of social movements, 

Fall 2006, #71590, 4.74/5.00 teaching; 4.68/5.00 class

Communication 305, Foundations of intercultural communication, 

Fall 2006, #71576, 4.85/5.00 teaching; 4.81/5.00 class

Communication 305, Foundations of intercultural communication, Summer 2006, #50094, 4.76/5.00 class 

Communication 326 Persuasion and rhetoric of social movements, Summer 2006, #50096, 4.67/5.00 class

Communication 305 Persuasion and rhetoric of social movements, Spring 2006, #14310, 4.85/5.00 teaching

Communication 305 Foundations of intercultural communication, Spring 2006, #11388, 4.70/5.00 teaching 
______________________________________________________
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION COMMITTEE 

2006 Served as part of dissertation committee ─ Wanda Wigfall-Williams, Institute for Conflict Resolution, George Mason University. Additional committee members: Drs. Wallace Warfield and Richard Rubenstein 
______________________________________________________ 
M.A. THESIS COMMITTEE
2007 Served as part of thesis project committee ─ Blair Buckland, George Mason University
______________________________________________________
DIRECTED READINGS 

2006 Communication 499, # 17229 Independent study, International Communication and Business ─ Carol Fehling, George Mason University 

2006 Communication 696, #77268 Independent study, Social Justice Media Literacy ─ Aman Agah, George Mason University
2006 Communication 451 (In conjunction with Dr. Don Boileau) Independent Study ─ Misuzu Yamada, George Mason University
2006 Communication 451 (In conjunction with Dr. Don Boileau) Independent Study ─ Samantha Kaizen, George Mason University 
____________________________________________________________
DEPARTMENT SERVICE
2006 ─ Present: Course coordinator, Foundations of intercultural communication, George Mason University

2007   Committee for Chair Review, Department of Communication, George Mason University 
2007 — Search committee, Department of Communication, George Mason University
2006 ─ Present: Department committee to restructure gateway course to 
communication studies, George Mason University
2006 ─ Present: Special Topics Course Committee, George Mason University
2006 ─ Present: Graduate Advisor Committee, George Mason University  
___________________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL FACILITATION & SERVICE
2008  Changing Lives Through Literature. Facilitator for Fairfax County 

Libraries reading program for men on parole.   

2008  “I am a Black Man.” Keynote speaker, Alpha Kappa Alpha Black history 

month lecture series.  
2007  “The Kwanzaa Celebration of Culture.” Presented to third-grade 

students at Olde Creek Elementary School, Fairfax, VA
2007  GMU Fall for the Books Lecture Series. Moderator for panel, “The N 

Word: Who Can Say It, Who Shouldn't, and Why.” Panelists: Juan Williams, Jabari Asim, and Charlene Drew.
2007 “Civility and ethics: Who can say what to whom?” Member of College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences sponsored panel, George Mason 

University.  
2007 “Demystifying the Grant Process” Organized a formal mentoring 

session targeting the grant process for junior and senior faculty, Department of Communication, George Mason University.     
2006  “Celebrating Kwanzaa and African American Culture” 
Presented to second-grade students at Olde Creek Elementary School, Fairfax, VA

2005
Rhetoric of race surrounding Hurricane Katrina. Colloquium presentation at Department of Communication, George Mason University
2005
Mind Body and Soul Women’s Conference: Refocusing on Me. Co-facilitated workshop focused on healthy relationships, Ohio University

2004
Celebrate Academic Success. Presentation for college students. Sponsored by the College of Arts & Sciences, the College of Health & Human Services, and The Center of Excellence for Multicultural Education, Ohio University

2004 
University Peace Project for youth. Presented “Violence 
Prevention” workshops for area middle-school students attending 
Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, Ohio University 

2004
School of Communication Studies Search Committee. Student representative, Ohio University

2003 
“My first Kwanzaa: An Introduction to African American Culture” Presented to students at East Elementary School, Athens, OH

2003   Black Male Leadership Symposium. Keynote Speaker. Sponsored by 
the Rev. M. L. King Jr. Committee, Black Student Cultural 
Programming Board, Department of African American Studies, The 
Student African American Brotherhood, and Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Ohio University

2003 
Addressing sexualized images in the media. Speaker. Sponsored by The Hip-Hop Congress, Ohio University

2003
Future Communicator Day: A Pre-College Journalism Workshop. Facilitator. E. W. Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio University

2002 In Touch With Teens Training for Trainers Sexual Assault Prevention


classes. Facilitator, Grand Rapids, MI

2002
Child and Family Resource Council. Facilitated relationship abuse prevention and sexual assault prevention workshops and classes to more than 4000 youth, college students, and professionals (over a two period), Greater Grand Rapids, MI
2001
West Michigan Sexual Assault Response Conference for Professionals. Planner and presenter, Grand Rapids, MI

2001  Kent County Health Department. Facilitated Project Respect violence 
prevention programs for Kent County Juvenile Programs, Grand Rapids, MI
______________________________________________________
ACADEMIC HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
2008  Recipient of study leave. spring semester, College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, George Mason University 
2007  Recipient of Provost’s letter of recognition for teaching, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, George Mason University  

2007
Recipient of the Extra Mile Award, Department of Communication, George Mason University

2007 Nominated for university-wide Vision Award, Multicultural Research and Resource Center, George Mason University.
2007
Recipient of $4K Faculty Fellowship, Multicultural Resource and Research Center, George Mason University
2006
Appointed Vice-Chair of the African American Communication and Culture Division, National Communication Association, Washington, DC 

2004
Appointed Claude Kantner Fellowship for Teaching Excellence, Ohio 
University
2004  
Ranked among COMS top teaching associate evaluations over a two period, Ohio University

2003
Awarded Outstanding Thesis by the African American Communication & Black Caucus Division of the National Communication Association, Miami, FL
2003
Recognized for Research Supporting Civil Rights Health, Western Michigan University and Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Lansing MI

2003
Awarded Top Panel at the Annual Meeting of the SCAO, Columbus, OH

2002  Awarded All-University Scholar for outstanding creative research, 
Western Michigan University

_____________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL TRAINING & CERTIFICATION

2007  Completed “Developing Communication Excellence.” Facilitator: Arnold 

     Sanow, Washington, DC 
2007  National Community Reinvestment Coalition, Washington, DC. Completed training in fair-lending testing programs
2006
Diversity Leadership Institute. Completed the “Train-the-Trainer” program. National Coalition Building Institute, NOVA Chapter & George Mason University

2005
One World-Many People: Multicultural Skills Training Weekend, Ohio University. Completed the off-campus intensive retreat focused on team building, race relations, and cross-cultural competencies
2003
Summer Institute of Intercultural Communication, Portland, OR. Completed the summer workshop on race, culture, and identity within the U.S.  Facilitated by Drs. William E. Cross & W. Terrell Jones
2002
National Fair Housing Alliance of Greater Grand Rapids, MI. Trained in Homeowner’s Insurance Testing Programs 

2001 Project Blueprint, Grand Rapids, MI. Completed six-week training for 
         board member efficacy in non-profit agencies
______________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS

2007 “Intercultural communication at George Mason University.” Featured in 

The Communicator, George Mason University
2007 “Intercultural and international communication.” Featured in student 
produced video, George Mason University 
2006
Featured on WMFN radio (Grand Rapids, MI). Topic: Child Abuse 
Prevention
2003
Featured profile in The Post (Athens, OH), “At Second Glance.” Topic: Violence Prevention
2003
Featured on WXTQ (Athens, OH) community radio. Topic: Enacting Violence Prevention
2003  Featured on WOUB (Athens, OH) Newswatch. Topic: Culture and 
         Health Practices
