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american university 

education
1999-03
Cornell University

PhD/MS Department of Communication
Concentrations: Science communication, public opinion, political communication
Doctoral Advisor: James Shanahan
1992-96
Dartmouth College

AB Department of Government

Concentrations: Politics and public policy; environmental studies

faculty positions

2006-present
Assistant Professor

School of Communication, American University

2003-06
Assistant Professor


School of Communication, The Ohio State University
2005 Summer
Visiting Professor

Department of Communication, Dresden Technical University, Germany

courses taught: Science, Media, and the Public; Communication Theory; Advanced Mass Communication Theory; Quantitative Research Methods; Communication & Society; Mass Communication & Society; Political Communication; Public Opinion & Social Processes; Scientific Reasoning for Journalists; Public Communication Thesis Seminar
other professional experience
1997-99 
Media and Public Relations Director
Center for Inquiry-Transnational, Amherst, NY
1996-97
Campaign Coordinator
U.S. Public Interest Research Group, Washington, DC and Boston, MA

grants and subcontracts
2007

Research Award, Social Change and Opinion-Leadership in the New Media Environment:

Bridging Research and Practice, American University, ($5,900)

2007

Curriculum development grant, New inter-disciplinary science communication major, 

American University ($2,000)
2005

Research Award, In recognition of faculty productivity

School of Communication, The Ohio State University ($10,000).

2004-05
Subcontract, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) via

Cornell University (2004-05), Analysis of media coverage of agricultural biotechnology in S. Asia, ($14,950)
2004
Miller Research Award (2004), National survey project to study influence of mass media on public understanding and attitudes about science and technology, School of Communication, The Ohio State University ($20,000).

2004
New Upper-Level Honors & Scholars Course University Wide Competition Grant, Proposed course in Science Communication, The Ohio State University ($7,500 per year for two years)

2001

Cornell Genomics Initiative, Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications (ELSI) Graduate

Fellowship (2001), competitive summer support grant to conduct content analysis of

media coverage of biotechnology, 1970 to 1999 ($2,500)

awards and honors
2008

Invited Scholar, New Agendas in Science Communication, University of Texas-Austin

2007-08
Osher Fellow, The Exploratorium science museum, San Francisco.
2005
American Association for the Advancement of Science, Public Policy Fellowship, U.S. State Department (declined).

2003

Top 3 Faculty Paper, Mass Communication & Society Division, Association for Education 
in Journalism & Mass Communication.

2003

Anson Rowe Scholarship, given annually to the top graduate student in the field of 
communication, Cornell University.
2002

First place, MAPOR Fellows Student Paper Competition, Midwest Association for 
Public Opinion Research (MAPOR).

2002

Daniel C. Hallin award, competitive travel grant, Harvard Symposium on the 

Media and Terrorism, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. Sponsored 

by the Political Communications Division of the American Political Science Association  

(APSA).

2002

Kappa Tau Alpha award, for top division student paper, Association for 

Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC)

2002

Steven Chaffee and Jack M. McLeod award, for top student paper,

Communication Theory and Methodology Division, Association for Education in

Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC)

2002

Anson Rowe Scholarship, given annually to the top graduate student in the 

field of communication, Cornell University 

2002

New Directions in Journalism Research, Doctoral Seminar, School of Journalism,

University of Texas at Austin, competitive all expenses travel grant

2001

Anson Rowe Scholarship, given annually to the top graduate student in the

field of Communication, Cornell University 

peer-reviewed journal articles (17) (total citations: isi 149 ; h-index = 8; google scholar 240 ).
NISBET, M.C. & Goidel, R.K. (2007). Understanding citizen perceptions of science controversy: 
Bridging the ethnographic-survey research divide.  Public Understanding of Science, 16, 4, 421-440.

NISBET, M.C. & Myers, T. (2007). Twenty-years of public opinion about global warming. Public 
Opinion Quarterly, 71, 3, 444-470.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007). Policy Forum: Framing Science. Science, 316, 5821, 56.
(NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007). Reply to Letters: Risks and Advantages of Framing Science. Science, 317, 5842, 1169 - 1170.
Brossard, D. & NISBET, M.C. (2007). Deference to scientific authority among a low information public: 
Understanding American views about agricultural biotechnology.  International Journal of Public Opinion Research, 19, 1, 24-52.
NISBET, M.C. & Huge, M (2006). Attention cycles and frames in the plant biotechnology debate: 
Managing power and participation through the press/policy connection. Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics, 11, 2, 3-40. 
Goidel, K. & NISBET, M.C. (2006). Exploring the roots of public participation in the controversy over 
stem cell research and cloning. Political Behavior, 28 (2), 175-192.
Nisbet, M.C. (2005). The competition for worldviews: Values, information, and public support for 
stem cell research.  International Journal of Public Opinion Research, 17, 1, 90-112.

Scheufele, D.A., Nisbet, M.C., & Ostman, R.A. (2005) International news in times of crisis: 
September 11 news coverage, public opinion, and support for civil liberties.  Mass Communication & Society, 8 (3), 197-218.

Nisbet, M.C. & Scheufele, D.A. (2004).  Political talk as a catalyst for online citizenship.  Journalism & 
Mass Communication Quarterly, 81, 4, 877-896.
Scheufele, D.A., Nisbet., M. C., Brossard, D., & Nisbet, E. C. (2004). Social structure and citizenship: 
Examining the impacts of social setting, network heterogeneity, and informational variables on political participation. Political Communication, 21, 315-328.

Nisbet, E.C., Nisbet, M.C., Scheufele, D.A., & Shanahan, J. (2004).  Public diplomacy, television 
news, and Muslim opinion.  Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 9 (2), 11-37.

Nisbet, M.C. (2004). The Polls: Public opinion about stem cell research and human 

cloning.  Public Opinion Quarterly, 68 (1), 132-155.  

Nisbet, M.C., Brossard, D., & Kroepsch, A. (2003).  Framing science: The stem cell 

controversy in an age of press/politics.  Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics,

8 (2), 36-70.

Scheufele, D. A., Nisbet, M. C., & Brossard, D. (2003). Pathways to participation? 
Religion, communication contexts, and mass media. International Journal of Public 
Opinion Research, 15 (3), 300-324.
Nisbet, M.C., Scheufele, D.A., Shanahan, J.E., Moy, P. Brossard, D., & Lewenstein, 
B.V. (2002). Knowledge, reservations, or promise? A media effects model for public 
perceptions of science and technology. Communication Research, 29 (5), 584-608.

Nisbet, M.C. & Lewenstein, B.V. (2002).  Biotechnology and the American media: 
The policy process and the elite press, 1970 to 1999.  Science Communication, 23 (4) 
359-391.

Scheufele, D.A. & Nisbet, M.C. (2002). Being a citizen on-line: New opportunities 

and dead ends.  Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics, 7 (3), 53-73.
journal articles in progress (7)
NISBET, M.C. A Two step flow of popularization? Using opinion-leaders to engage the public on 
controversial science.  For submission to Science Communication.
NISBET, M.C. Indirect truths: Understanding the political impact of documentary film. For submission to 

the Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. The Next big storm: How scientists and journalists negotiate coverage of the 
global warming/hurricane link.  For submission to Environment.

NISBET, M.C., Kotcher, J. & Pascual-Ferra, P. The New Atheism and the Public Image of 

Science. For submission to Science.
NISBET, M.C. Communication dynamics in the debates over stem cell research and 
therapeutic cloning.  For submission to American Journal of Bioethics.

NISBET, M.C., Nisbet, E.C, & Goidel, R.K.  Mobilizing defenders of science and faith: Citizen activism in 
the controversies over evolution and stem cell research.  For submission to Journal of Politics.
chapters in edited volumes (4)
NISBET, M.C. (in press). Agenda-building. In W. Donsbach (Ed.), International Encyclopedia of 
Communication. New York: Blackwell Publishing.

Scheufele, D.A. & NISBET, M.C. (in press) Framing. In L. L. Kaid & C. Holz-Bacha (Eds.), 
Encyclopedia of Political Communication. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
NISBET, M.C. (in press). Horse-race journalism. In P. Lavrakas (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Survey 

Research Methods. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

NISBET, M.C. & Huge, M. (2007).  Where Do Science Policy Debates Come From? In The Public, the 
Media, and Agricultural Biotechnology, Edited by D. Brossard, J. Shanahan, and C. Nesbitt. New York: Oxford University Press.
chapters in progress (4)
NISBET, M.C. (under contract). Theory-building in the public interest. In P. D’Angelo and J. Kuypers 
(Eds.), Doing News Framing Analysis: Empirical, Theoretical, and Normative Perspectives. New York: Routledge.
NISBET, M.C. (under contract). Framing science: A new paradigm in public engagement. In L. Kahlor and 
P. Stout (Eds.), New Agendas in Science Communication. New York: Taylor & Francis.

NISBET, M.C. (invited). The ethics of framing science. In B. Ehrlich (Ed.) Ethics of science 
communication. New York: Oxford University Press.

NISBET, MC. (invited). Politics, public opinion, and communication. In Plunz, R. (ed.) Climate Change at the Crossroads. New York: Columbia University Press.

magazine articles, opinion-editorials, reviews, expert consensus statements (9) 
Caufield T. et. al. (2007). Stem cell research ethics: Consensus statement on emerging issues. Journal 
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology Canada, 843-848.

NISBET, M.C. & Scheufele, D.A. (2007, Oct.) The future of public engagement. The Scientist, 21, 10, 38-

44. [Cover article]
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, April 15). Thanks for the Facts. Now Sell Them. Sunday Outlook. 
Washington Post, B3.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Sept.) Intelligent design in the U.S. and abroad. Foreign Policy (Spanish)
NISBET, M.C. (2006). Review: The evolution of key mass communication concepts: Honoring Jack M. 
McLeod. Mass Communication & Society, 9, (3) 367-372.
Mooney, C. & NISBET, M.C. (2005, Sept./Oct.). When coverage of evolution shifts to the political and 
opinion pages, the scientific context falls away, unraveling Darwin. Columbia Journalism Review, 31-39. [Cover article]

NISBET, M.C. & Nisbet, E.C. (2005).  Evolution and intelligent design: Understanding public opinion.  
Geotimes, 58, (8), 28-33.

Nisbet, M.C. (2004). Review: Navigating public opinion: Polls, policy, and the future of American 
democracy.  Public Opinion Quarterly, 68 316-319.
Nisbet, M.C. (2004) Journalism with a worldview. Review of Bioevolution: How biotechnology is 
changing our world by Michael Fumento.  Nature Biotechnology, 22 (2) 155 - 156.

reports to government agencies or foundations (4)
NISBET, M.C. (2007). Communicating about Poverty and Low Wage Work: 

A New Agenda. Report to Inclusion, the Joyce Foundation, and the British Embassy.

NISBET, M.C. (2007).  Understanding the social impact of documentary film.  In K. Hirsch, 
Documentaries on a mission:  How non-profits are making movies for public engagement.  A 
Future of Public Media Project, funded by the Ford Foundation.  Center for Social Media, American University.

NISBET, M.C. (2006). Seeds of promise or roots of conflict? South Asian press coverage of plant 
biotechnology.  Report to the Agricultural Biotechnology Support Project II funded by the U.S. 
Agency for International Development and Cornell University.

Shanahan, J. & Nisbet, M.C. (2002).  Media coverage of climate change and global warming.  Report 
to the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center.  Ithaca, NY: Dept. of Communication, Cornell 
University.

framing science blog 
2006-present 
Framing Science: Strategists, Journalists, Publics


Blog hosted by Seed Media Group and Seed magazine



www.scienceblogs.com/framing-science

*Blog has monthly readership of 4,000 with 30,000 monthly page views; 60% of readers have IP addresses from science-related government institutions, universities, “research university hubs,” media organizations, or strategy/PR firms; 90% of readers log on during the workday; 20% of readers are from Europe or Australia. Named top “political blog” by NY Daily News
science and media columns, skeptical inquirer magazine (17)
* Available at http://www.csicop.org/scienceandmedia/
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Feb. 26). A “Two Step Flow of Popularization” for Climate Change: Recruiting

Opinion-Leaders for Science. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Jan. 5). Political Communication in the 2007 Stem Cell Debate: Framing Messages 
and Defining Public Opinion. Skeptical Inquirer Online.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2006, Aug. 26). The Next Big Storm: Can Scientists and Journalists Work 
Together to Improve Coverage of the Hurricane-Global Warming Controversy? Skeptical Inquirer

Online.
NISBET, M.C. (2006, June 1). Going Nuclear: Frames and Public Opinion about Atomic Energy. Skeptical 

Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, April 26). Avian Flu and the Surveillance Function of the News Media. Skeptical 

Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, March 22). Cultural Indicators of the Paranormal: Tracking the Media/Belief Nexus. 

Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Feb. 22). How Press Coverage Limits Controversy in the U.S. Over Plant 
Biotechnology. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Jan. 9). The New Partisan Divide in Public Opinion about Stem Cell Research. 

Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2005, Sept. 30). Understanding Bias in Coverage of Intelligent Design: Follow-up on 
Columbia Journalism Review article and New York Times Series. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2005, April 28). The Multiple Meanings of Public Understanding: Why Definitions Matter to 
the Communication of Science. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2005, March 1). Polling Opinion about Evolution: Low Information Public Underscores 
Importance of Communication Strategy. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2004, Nov. 12). Explaining Majority Support for Stem Cell Research: Did Communication 
Efforts Trump Moral Values in 2004? Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2004, Aug. 30). Resurrecting Questions about The Passion of the Christ: Survey Data 
Counters Claims of Massive Public Influence. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2004, June 16). Evaluating the Impact of The Day After Tomorrow: Can a Blockbuster 
Film Shape the Public's Understanding of a Science Controversy? Skeptical Inquirer Online.
NISBET, M.C. (2004, May 2). Understanding What the American Public Really Thinks About Stem Cell 
and Cloning Research.  Skeptical Inquirer Online.
NISBET, M.C. (2004, April 2). The Controversy Over Stem Cell Research and Medical Cloning: Tracking 
the Rise and Fall of Science in the Public Eye. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2004, June 9). Who's Getting It Right and Who's Getting It Wrong in the Debate About 
Science Literacy? Skeptical Inquirer Online.

NISBET, M.C. (2004, Jan. 23). The Skeptical Environmentalist: A Case Study in the Manufacture of 
News. Skeptical Inquirer Online.

invited speeches and presentations (56) (est. event audience) (combined total= 4,215 face-to-face) 
NISBET, M.C. (2008, Feb.) Framing Science: The New Paradigm in Public Engagement. Conference on 

New Agendas in Science Communication, University of Texas-Austin.

NISBET, M.C. (2008, Feb.) Communication, Public Opinion, and Politics. Climate Change at Cross Roads 

Conference. Sponsored by Columbia University and Adriano Olivetti Foundation, Rome, Italy.
NISBET, M.C. (2008, Jan.) Framing Science: New Directions in Public Engagement. Swedish 

Embassy, Washington DC.
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Dec.) Framing Science: A New Paradigm in Public Communication? National 

Cancer Institute, Washington DC (40).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Dec.) A New Agenda for Communicating about poverty and low wage work. Kirwin 

Institute on Race conference, The Ohio State University, Columbus OH (50).
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Nov.) Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. National 

Academies of Science, Washington, DC (120).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Oct.) New Directions in Communicating about Poverty. Hosted by British Embassy, 

Washington, D.C. (60).
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct.) Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. 

Bucknell University, PA (100).

NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct.) Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. 

Center for Inquiry-NYC (50).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Oct.) The future of public engagement. Biological Sciences Division, National 

Science Foundation, Washington, DC (50).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Oct.) Effectively communicating science and technology to state policymakers. National Academies, State Science and Technology Policy Advice Convocation, Newport Beach, CA (video conference presentation) (50).
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct.) Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. National 

Forum Series, Bucknell University, PA.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. Center 

for Inquiry-New York City.
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Oct). Framing Science: New Directions in Public Engagement. Biology Directorate, 

National Science Foundation.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. Forum 

on Science, Ethics, and Policy and Pacific Institute. University of Washington, Seattle.
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Oct). Indirect Truths: Research and Public Scholarship in the Nation’s Capital. Dept. 

of Communication, University of Washington, Seattle.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. Dean’s 

Office of Student Affairs and Arts and Sciences, George Washington University (80).
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct). New Directions in Science Communication. Presentation and 

Panel Discussion sponsored by the Bell Museum of Natural History, the Hubert Humphrey School of Public Policy, and the Center for Science Journalism, University of Minnesota (170).
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, Oct). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. Annual 

meetings of the Association for Reproductive Health Professionals, Minneapolis, MN (90).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Sept). Framing Science: The Future of Public Engagement. Consortium on Science 

& Technology Policy, Northeastern University, Boston, MA (75).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Sept.) Science Communication Online: Key Factors and Trends. Aldo Leopold 

Leadership Conference, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA (40).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Aug.) Indirect Truths: The Social Impact of Documentary Film.  Pre-Conference on 
Science Communication, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (50).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, July.) Framing and the Communication of Climate Change. Center for Research on 
Environmental Decisions at Columbia University (50).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, July). Understanding the Social Impact of Documentary Film. SILVERDOCS Film 

Festival, Silver Spring, MD (75).

NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, June). Framing Science: Ways to Engage Citizens and Shape Public 
Policy. New York Academy of Sciences. New York (120).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, June). Communicating about Nanotechnology. Symposium Sponsored by Wharton 

School of Business, University of Pennsylvania and the Chemical Heritage Foundation (120).

NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, June). Framing Science: How We Can Enhance Public 

Understanding through Better Communication. Center for American Progress, Washington, DC (150).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, June). Framing Science: Making Sense of Policy Debates in a Media Saturated 

World. Governors School for Gifted Students, North Carolina (350).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, May). Speaking Science 2.0: New Directions in Public Communication. 

Communication Dept., Cornell University, Ithaca, NY (50).

NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, May). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. 

American Institute of Biological Sciences, Washington, DC (75). *YouTube clip of speech viewed by more than 8,000.
NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2007, May). Speaking Science 2.0: The Road to 2008 and Beyond. 

Stowers Institute for Biomedical Research, Kansas City, MO (100).

NISBET, M.C. (2007, Feb.) Framing Science: The Communication Battle Over Evolution, Climate 

Change, and Stem Cell Research. Keynote Speech, Communication Week, Illinois State 

University (100).
NISBET, M.C. (2007, Feb.) Blogs as a Public Engagement Tool? Conference on Science and Society: 

Closing the Gap. Sponsored by Harvard University’s Partners Health (200).
NISBET,M.C. (2007, Jan.) Understanding the Social Impact of Documentary Film. Conference on Making 

Your Documentary Matter, Center for Social Media, American University (80).

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Nov.) Framing as a public engagement tool on global warming.  U.S. Senate 

briefing as part of the American Meteorological Society’s Environmental Science Seminar Series, Washington, D.C. (120).
NISBET, M.C. (2006, Nov.).  Engaging new audiences in news coverage of global warming.  Annual 

Meetings of the National Association of Science Writers, Baltimore, MD (70).
NISBET, M.C. (2006, Oct.) Science blogs: Intersections with the public, media, and politics. DC Science 

Writers Association and Berman Center on Bioethics, Johns Hopkins University, Washington, D.C. (80)

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Sept.) Framing Science: Strategic Communication in Policy Debates.  Science 

Policy Lectures Series sponsored by the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), Washington, D.C. (200).
NISBET, M.C. (2006, June). Rethinking engagement: Understanding the Public and the Media System.  

Policy Fellows Conference of the American Meteorological Society, Washington, DC. (50)

NISBET, M.C. (2006, May). Understanding the battle over public opinion in science policy debates.  

Keynote lecture at annual Executive Board meeting of the American Institute of Biological Sciences, Washington, D.C. (50).

NISBET, M.C. (2006, April).  Genetic diversity and science communication.  Workshop sponsored by the 

Institute of Genetics (IG) of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), Toronto, CA (40).

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Feb.)  Campaign initiatives and stem cell research.  Conference sponsored by 

UCLA Center for Genetics and Society, Los Angeles, CA (200).

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Jan.) From Technical Debates to Moral Controversies: Science and Politics Across 
News Beats. School of Journalism & Mass Communication, University of Wisconsin, Madison (50).
NISBET, M.C. (2006, Jan.)  Religion, Media, and Science.  Annual retreat of the Federal Relations Board 
of the American Association of Universities, Naples, FL (80).

NISBET, M.C. (2005, July).  U.S. Media and public opinion about stem cell and cloning research.  
Institute for Communication Science at Dresden University and Max Plank Institute of Molecular Cell Biology and Genetics, Dresden, Germany (100).
NISBET, M.C. (2005, May).  Understanding American views of embryonic stem cell research and cloning.  
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX (150).
NISBET, M.C. (2005, April).  The stem cell controversy and political communication.  Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University (15).
NISBET, M.C. (2005, Feb.)  Framing biotech: Understanding cycles of attention and definition to a 
scientific controversy.  Annual meeting of the National Association of Science Writers (NASW), Washington, D.C. (75).
NISBET, M.C. (2005, Jan.)  The ag biotech debate: Understanding cycles of attention and definition to a 
scientific controversy.  The Center for Environment & McMicken College of Arts & Sciences, University of Cincinnati (40).
NISBET, M.C. (2004, Nov.)  Explaining majority support for stem cell research: Did communication trump 
moral values in 2004? James Baker Institute for Public Policy at Rice University.  Panel presentation at conference sponsored by the Baker Institute’s Science and Technology Policy Program and the Texas Medical Center (150).
NISBET, M.C. (2004, April).  Media coverage and the public understanding of biotechnology.  Center for 
Survey Research Seminar Series, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH (25).
NISBET, M.C. (2004, March).  Media coverage and the public understanding of biotechnology. 
Dean’s Lecture, College of Biological Sciences at The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH (180).
NISBET, M.C., Brossard, D. and Kroepsch, A. (2002, April). Framing science: The stem cell controversy 
in an age of press/politics.  Science Studies Reading Group, Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y (40).
NISBET, M.C., Scheufele, D.A., Shanahan, J.E., Moy, P. Brossard, D., & Lewenstein, B.V. (2001, Sept.). 
Knowledge, reservations, or promise? A media effects model for public perceptions of science and technology. Science Studies Reading Group, Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. (45).
peer reviewed conference papers (33)
NISBET, M.C., Kotcher, J. & Pascual-Ferra, P. (2008, Feb.) The New Atheism and the Public Image of 

Science. Annual meetings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Boston.
NISBET, M.C., Hayes, A., & Myers, T. (2006, Nov.)  Testing the Casualties Hypothesis: Examining the 

Impact of Troop Loss on Public Support for Military Action.  Annual meetings of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research, Chicago, IL.

NISBET, M.C. & Mooney, C. (2006, Aug.) The Next big storm: How scientists and journalists are 

negotiating coverage of the global warming/hurricane link.  Annual meetings of the American 

Political Science Association, Pre-Conference on Political Communication.

NISBET, M.C. (2006, Feb.)  Engaging the public on controversial science.  Annual meetings of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science, St. Louis, MO.

NISBET, M.C. & Huge, M. (2005, Nov.) Attention cycles and frames in the plant biotechnology debate: 

Managing power and participation through the press/policy connection.  Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research.

Brossard, D. & NISBET, M.C. (2005, May). Deference to scientific authority among a low information 

public: Understanding American Views about Agricultural Biotechnology.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association, New York City.

Goidel, R.K & NISBET, M.C. (2004, Nov.).  Exploring the roots of public participation in the controversy 

over stem cell research and cloning.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research (MAPOR), Chicago, IL. *Also presented at the 2005 annual meetings of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA.

NISBET, M.C. & Goidel, R.K. (2004, Aug.).  Citizen competence and science controversy: Exploring the 

functions and effects of the mass media.  Paper presented to the Mass Communication & Society Division of the Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication (AEJMC), Toronto, CA. *Awarded top three faculty paper.

Scheufele, D.A., NISBET., M. C., Brossard, D., & Nisbet, E. C. (2004, May). Social structure and 

citizenship: Examining the impacts of social setting, network heterogeneity, and informational variables on political participation. Paper presented to the annual convention of the International Communication Association (ICA), Political Communication Division.

NISBET M.C., Brossard, D., & Kroepsch, A. (2004, May) The stem cell controversy: Towards a model of 

mediated issue development.  Paper presented to the annual convention of the International Communication Association (ICA), Mass Communication & Society Division. *Also presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research (MAPOR), Chicago, IL, Nov. 2003.
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