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DESPITE POLARIZED OPINIONS, REPUBLICANS 
AND DEMOCRATS ABOUT EQUALLY LIKELY TO 
PERFORM 'GREEN' ACTIONS 
January 31, 2008 
Media Contact: Tara Laskowski, 
tlaskows@gmu.edu               (703)-993-8815        

FAIRFAX, Va., January 31, 2008—Political party affiliation has little bearing on 
the number of "green" actions people take, a new study by Porter Novelli and 
George Mason University shows. According to the survey of more than 11,000 
American adults and nearly 1,000 of their children, Democrats and 
Republicans differ only slightly when it comes to taking actions to protect the 
environment, despite great differences in their perceptions of danger related 
to global warming.  
 
While Democrats were almost twice as likely as Republicans to believe that 
global warming is a serious problem and a threat to all life on the planet, on 
average they perform only about 15 percent more "green" actions than 
Republicans. For example, 65 percent of those surveyed who always vote 
Republican and 71 percent of those who always vote Democrat said they are 
actively reducing energy use in their homes. 
 
Regardless of political persuasion, people who believed that climate change is 
a danger, and who believed that we can combat it, were engaging in more 
activities to protect the environment. According to the survey, adults who 
held these beliefs strongly engaged in 60 percent more environmental actions 
than adults who did not.  
 
"These data tell us that in some important ways, climate change is not the 
partisan issue we see every day in the media," says Ed Maibach, director of 
the Center of Excellence in Climate Change Communication Research at 
George Mason University and a member of the team that conducted the 
survey. "People across the political spectrum who see the serious risks and 
feel they can do something to stop climate change are more likely to be 
taking action today." 
 
While more than half of the adults surveyed agreed that "global warming is a 
very serious problem," the survey showed surprising numbers of people who 
were undecided. One quarter to one third of adults were essentially undecided 
as to the dangers posed by global warming and our ability to combat it.  
 
"We need to do a better job of giving these people useful information about 
global warming," says Maibach.  
 
Young People and Global Warming Concerns 
In addition, young people’s beliefs about global warming tend to be similar to 
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their parents’ beliefs, especially in families where the child reported having a 
close relationship with his or her parents. When children and their parents 
agreed that global warming poses a great danger and shared a strong sense 
of our ability to combat it, the family engaged in more environmental 
activities, as compared to families where parents and children disagreed. 
 
The surveys – conducted as part of Porter Novelli's ConsumerStyles and 
YouthStyles surveys -- were fielded in late spring and summer of 2007. Porter 
Novelli's Styles surveys are developed to provide a deeper level of insight into 
what motivates consumers to act, often digging below the surface to 
understand how attitudes, beliefs and social influences affect behaviors.  
 
For more information on the survey and methodology, and to see the full 
study, visit climatechange.gmu.edu">climatechange.gmu.edu. 
 
About Porter Novelli  
Porter Novelli’s Styles communication-planning database is developed from 
three proprietary surveys—ConsumerStyles, HealthStyles, YouthStyles—that 
offer fresh insights into the preferences, needs, and behaviors of American 
families. The ConsumerStyles database is a comprehensive look at what the 
American public is currently purchasing, where they are shopping, their 
attitudes toward products and services, and how to reach them through the 
media. The HealthStyles database is a comprehensive look at the American 
public’s health orientations and practices. This database is specifically 
designed to map health beliefs, attitudes, social norms, and behaviors 
surrounding important public health concerns such as smoking, alcohol use, 
nutrition, and physical activity. In addition, YouthStyles provides a 
combination of behavioral, motivational, and communication data necessary 
to develop effective campaigns targeting youth.  
 
About the Center of Excellence in Climate Change Communication 
Research 
George Mason University’s Center of Excellence in Climate Change 
Communication Research is the nation’s first research center devoted 
exclusively to helping to address the vexing communication and public 
engagement challenges associated with climate change. Its mission is to 
conduct research that will improve climate change communication and social 
marketing programs, and will thereby help to avert the climate crisis. To that 
end, the center assists companies, non-profit organizations and government 
agencies in applying communication, marketing and behavior change research 
findings to improve climate change prevention and adaptation programs.  
 
About George Mason University 
George Mason University, located in the heart of Northern Virginia’s 
technology corridor near Washington, D.C., is an innovative, entrepreneurial 
institution with national distinction in a range of academic fields. With strong 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs in engineering, information 
technology, biotechnology and health care, Mason prepares its students to 
succeed in the work force and meet the needs of the region and the world. 
Mason professors conduct groundbreaking research in areas such as cancer, 
climate change, information technology and the biosciences, and Mason’s 
Center for the Arts brings world-renowned artists, musicians and actors to its 
stage. Its School of Law is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as one of 
the top 35 law schools in the United States. 
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