STEPHEN J.  FARNSWORTH, Ph.D.

Department of Communication

George Mason University

4400 University Drive, MS 3D6

Fairfax, VA 22030

Phone: (703) 993-4122

Email: sfarnswo@gmu.edu

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. 2008-present.

Associate Professor (with tenure), Department of Political Science and International Affairs, University of Mary Washington/Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg, VA. 2002-2008. (Assistant Professor 1997-2002; Instructor 1996-1997; Senior Lecturer 1995).

J. William Fulbright Research Chair in Public Policy, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 2006-2007.

Visiting Associate Professor (during sabbatical), Graduate Program in Communication, Culture and Technology, Georgetown University, Washington, DC.  2003-2004. (Adjunct Professor 2001, 2002, 2004-2006).

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Government, Georgetown University, Washington, DC.  2001, 2002. (Lecturer 1994, 1995).

BOOKS

Spinner in Chief: How Presidents Sell Their Policies and Themselves.  Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers, 2009.

The Nightly News Nightmare: Television’s Coverage of U.S. Presidential Elections, 1988-2004 (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter, coauthors). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2007. Second Edition. [First edition was published in 2003]. 

The Mediated Presidency: Television News and Presidential Governance (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter, coauthors). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

Political Support in a Frustrated America.  Westport, CT: Praeger, 2003.

EDUCATION

Ph.D.  Department of Government, Georgetown University, Washington, DC.  1997.


Dissertation: Political Support in a Frustrated America (Dr. Diana Owen, chair).


Exam Fields: American Government (Major); Methodology, Political Theory.

M.A.  Department of Government, Georgetown University, Washington, DC. 1993.

B.A.  With Honors, Department of History, University of Missouri, Kansas City, MO. 1990.

B.A.  With Honors, Department of Government, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH. 1983.

HONORS, GRANTS AND AWARDS

Campus-Wide Teaching Awards

Recipient, Alumni Association Outstanding Young Faculty Member Award. Presented to an assistant professor for exceptional performance. Mary Washington College. 2001.

Recipient, Mary W. Pinschmidt Teaching Award. Presented by the graduating class to the faculty member “who had the greatest impact on their lives.” Mary Washington College. 1999.

Recipient, Richard Palmieri Outstanding Professor Award. Presented by Mortar Board honor and service society in recognition of exceptional teaching and service to the college. Mary Washington College. 1999. 

Mary Washington College Nominee, Virginia Council of Higher Education’s Outstanding Faculty Award. 2002, 2000.

Additional Awards

Best Conference Paper Award in Political Communication, Southern States Communication Association. Norfolk, VA. April 2009.

President’s Faculty Achievement Award. University of Mary Washington, 2006.

Outstanding Professor Award in Political Science and International Affairs. Student Academic Affairs Council, University of Mary Washington. 2005.

Recipient, Best Chapter Advisor Award, Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Honor Society. One of four advisors recognized for outstanding service from among 600 honor society chapter advisors.  1999.

Environmental Education Project, Teaching Innovation Program, Mary Washington College. 2000.

Faculty Partners Project, Teaching Innovation Program, Mary Washington College. 1999.

Research Grants

Research Presentation Travel Grant, Media Tenor International Agenda Setting Conference. Zurich, Switzerland. 2009. 

J. William Fulbright Research Chair in Public Policy, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 2006-2007.

Jepson Research Fellowship, University of Mary Washington. 2006-2007 (declined).

Research Presentation Travel Grant, Media Tenor International Agenda Setting Conference. Bonn, Germany. 2006. 

Sabbatical Research Leave, Mary Washington College. 2003-2004.

Jepson Funds for Excellence Grant, Mary Washington College.  Funds awarded to develop research methods instruction program. 1997-1999.

Professional Activity Grants, University of Mary Washington. Nine grants, 1997-2007.

Supplemental Research Grants, University of Mary Washington. Eleven grants, 1996-2007.

Research Paper Presentation Grant, the Hendricks Symposium on Public Disaffection with the U.S. Political System.  University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE. 1998.

Research Assistant and Teaching Assistant for Professor Diana Owen, Department of Government, Georgetown University, Washington, DC. 1993-1995. 

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS

“Network Television’s Coverage of the 2008 Presidential Election.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Accepted for publication, American Behavioral Scientist.

“CBC News Coverage of Canada’s 2006 Liberal Leadership Candidates.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, S. Robert Lichter, and Roland Schatz). American Review of Canadian Studies 39(3): 290-302 (September 2009).

 “Iraq, 9/11 and the Mediated Presidency of George W. Bush.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Review of Politics 29(2): 331-50. (Winter 2009).

“The 2004 New Hampshire Democratic Primary and Network News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 11(1):  53-63 (Winter 2006).

“Reporting on Two Presidencies: News Coverage of George W. Bush’s First Year in Office.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Congress & the Presidency 32(2): 91-108 (Fall 2005).

“Local Television News and Campaign 2000: Assessing Efforts to Increase Substantive Content.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Politics & Policy 33(3): 496-520 (September 2005).

“The Mediated Congress: Coverage of Capitol Hill in the New York Times and the Washington Post.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 10(2): 94-107. (Spring 2005).

“Attention-Adjusted News Consumption and Support for U.S. Political Institutions.”  Virginia Social Science Journal 40:18-38. (Winter 2005).

“New Presidents and Network News: Covering the First Year in Office of Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Presidential Studies Quarterly 34(3): 674-90. (September 2004).

“Internet Use and the 2000 Presidential Election.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and Diana M. Owen). Electoral Studies 23(3): 415-29. (September 2004).

“Increasing Candidate-Centered Televised Discourse: Evaluating Local News Coverage of Campaign 2000.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 9(2): 76-93. (Spring 2004).

“The Manchester Union Leader’s Influence in the 1996 New Hampshire Republican Primary.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Presidential Studies Quarterly 33(2): 291-304.  (June 2003).

“Congress and Citizen Discontent: Public Evaluations of the Membership and One’s Own Representative.” American Politics Research 31(1): 66-80. (January 2003).

“The 2000 New Hampshire Democratic Primary and Network News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Behavioral Scientist 46(5): 588-99. (January 2003).

“Citizen Evaluations of the Federal Government: Testing the ‘Impressionable Years’ Hypothesis.” Virginia Social Science Journal 38:1-16.  (Winter 2003).

“Campaigning against Government in the Old Dominion: State Taxation, State Power and Virginia’s 1997 Gubernatorial Election.” Politics & Policy 30(3): 460-80.  (September 2002).

“Seeing Red: The FBI and Edgar Snow.”  Journalism History 28(3): 137-45.  (Fall 2002).

“The 1996 New Hampshire Republican Primary and Network News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Politics & Policy 30(1): 70-88. (March 2002).

“Political Influences on the National Cancer Institute: The Marketing and Pricing of Taxol.”  Virginia Social Science Journal 37: 10-24. (Winter 2002).

“Patterns of Political Support: Examining Congress and the Presidency.” Congress & The Presidency 28(1): 45-61. (Spring 2001).

“Competing Citizen Views of Trust: Virginia Interviews on the Forms of Political and Personal Trust.” Virginia Social Science Journal 36: 43-59. (Winter 2001).

“Political Support and Citizen Frustration: Testing Three Linkage Theories.” Virginia Social Science Journal 35: 69-84. (Winter 2000).

“Federal Frustration, State Satisfaction?  Voters and Decentralized Governmental Power.” Publius: The Journal of Federalism 29(3): 75-88. (Summer 1999). 

“No Small-Town Poll: Public Attention to Network Coverage of the 1992 New Hampshire Primary.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 4(3): 51-61. (Summer 1999).

“Loving and Loathing Virginia:  Feelings about Federalism in the Old Dominion.” Virginia Social Science Journal 34: 15-38. (Winter 1999).

BOOK CHAPTERS AND ARTICLES

“Trends in Television Network News Coverage of U.S. Elections.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). In The Handbook of Election Coverage around the World, Lynda Lee Kaid and Jesper Stromback, eds. Routledge, 2008: 41-57.

“How Television Covers the Presidential Nomination Process.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). In The Making of the Presidential Candidates, 2008, William G. Mayer, ed. Rowman & Littlefield, 2008: 75-98.

“The U.S. Presidential Election: Fighting for the Superdelegates.” Policy Options (Montreal, Canada).  March 2008, pp. 43-44.

“Canadian TV News on Bush and Iraq: No More Hostile than Top U.S. Network.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, Stuart Soroka, and Lori Young). Policy Options (Montreal, Canada).  July/August 2007, pp. 89-94.

“The Quebec Elections: The Media, All Horse Race, All The Time.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, Blake Andrew, Stuart Soroka, and Antonia Maioni). Policy Options (Montreal, Canada).  April 2007, pp. 62-68.

“The U.S. Midterms: Power Tilts North to the Canadian Border.”  Policy Options (Montreal, Canada).  December 2006/January 2007, pp. 72-76.

“The Struggle over Shaping the News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Media Power in Politics, Doris A. Graber, ed. CQ Press, 2006: 243-51 [Fifth Edition]. 

PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS

 “Network Television’s Coverage of the 2008 Presidential Election.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). National Communication Association, Chicago, IL. November 2009.

“The Structure of Evolving U.S. Scientific Opinion on Climate Change and its Potential Consequences.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association, Toronto, Canada. September 2009.

“Environment and Energy Policy: Comparing Reports from U.S. and Canadian Network News.” (Stuart Soroka, Stephen J. Farnsworth, Lori Young and Andrea Lawlor). American Political Science Association, Toronto, Canada. September 2009. 

“Iraq, 9/11 and the Mediated Presidency of George W. Bush.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Southern States Communication Association, Norfolk, VA. April 2009.

“Virginia Is A Swing State? The 2008 Presidential Campaign in the Old Dominion.”  Virginia Conference of Political Scientists. Lynchburg, VA. November 2008.

“Struggling to Control the Message: International News Coverage of U.S. Foreign Policy, 2005-2007.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, S. Robert Lichter, and Roland Schatz.) American Political Science Association Pre-Conference in Political Communication. Boston, MA. August 2008.

“CBC News Coverage of Canada’s 2006 Liberal Leadership Candidates.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, S. Robert Lichter, and Roland Schatz). Canadian Political Science Association. Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. June 2008.

“Spinner in Chief: Presidents and Presidential Candidates Spin the New Media.” Western Political Science Association. San Diego, CA. March 2008.

“Canadian and U.S. Television News Coverage of George W. Bush, the U.S. Government and the Occupation of Iraq.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth, Stuart Soroka, and Lori Young). “Are We American?” McGill Institute for the Study of Canada Annual Conference. Montreal, Quebec, Canada. February 2008.

“How Television Covers the Presidential Nomination Process.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. September 2007.

“International Media Standards.” Media Tenor International Agenda Setting Conference. Bonn, Germany. October 2006. 

“The Mediated Supreme Court Nomination Process: News Coverage of Nominees.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Philadelphia, PA. September 2006.

“The Nightly News Nightmare Revisited: Network Television’s Coverage of the 2004 Presidential Election.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Washington, DC. September 2005.

“Presidents in War and Peace: Television News Coverage of Military and Foreign Policy.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association Pre-Conference on Political Communication. Washington, DC. August 2005.

“The 2004 New Hampshire Democratic Primary and Network News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Northeastern Political Science Association. Boston, MA. November 2004.

“The Mediated Congress: Coverage of Capitol Hill in the New York Times and the Washington Post.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. September 2004.

“Reporting on Two Presidencies: News Coverage of George W. Bush’s First Year in Office.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication. Toronto, Canada. August 2004.

“News Media Coverage of the U.S. Government: Comparing Network Television News and National Newspapers.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. April 2004.

“Local Television News and Campaign 2000: Assessing Local Efforts to Increase Substantive Content.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Western Political Science Association. Portland, OR. March 2004.

“New Presidents and Network News: Covering the First Year in Office of Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Philadelphia, PA. August 2003.

“Increasing Candidate-Centered Televised Discourse: Evaluating Local News Coverage of Campaign 2000.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication. Kansas City, MO.  July 2003.

“President Bush at Mid-Term: U.S. Public Opinion on War, Peace, and the Economy.” Virginia Social Science Association. Newport News, VA. March 2003.

“Citizen Discontent with Congress and the Presidency: Investigating Political Support.” Southern Political Science Association. Savannah, GA. November 2002.

“The Revolution that Wasn’t: The Internet and the 2000 Elections.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and Diana M. Owen). Southern Political Science Association. Atlanta, GA. November 2001.

“The 2000 New Hampshire Democratic Primary and Network News.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. San Francisco, CA. August 2001.

“News Consumption and Support for Political Institutions.” Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. April 2001.

“Campaigning Against Government in the Old Dominion: State Taxation, State Power and Virginia’s 1997 Gubernatorial Election.” Southern Political Science Association. Atlanta, GA. November 2000.

“The Manchester Union Leader’s Influence in the 1996 New Hampshire Republican Primary.” (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). Western Political Science Association. San Jose, CA. March 2000.

“The 1996 New Hampshire Republican Primary and the News Media.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter). American Political Science Association. Atlanta, GA. September 1999.

“Congress and Citizen Anger: Examining Political Support for the Institution, the Leadership and One’s Own Representative.” Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL. April 1999.

“Competing Citizen Views of Trust: Interviews on Political Trust, Community Trust and Interpersonal Trust.” Virginia Social Science Association. Radford University, Radford, VA. March 1999.

“Frustration with Congress and Political Reform:  Efforts to Restore Political Support.”  Southern Political Science Association.  Atlanta, GA.  October 1998.

“Displeasing Everyone Part of the Time: Generational Critiques of Governmental Performance.” Hendricks Symposium on Public Disaffection with the U.S. Political System.  University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE. October 1998.

“Political Support and Citizen Frustration: Testing Three Linkage Theories.” American Political Science Association.  Boston, MA.  September 1998.

“Public Attention to Network News Coverage of the 1992 New Hampshire Democratic Primary.”  (Stephen J. Farnsworth and S. Robert Lichter).  Western Political Science Association.  Los Angeles, CA.  March 1998.

“Federal Frustration, State Satisfaction:  Voters and Decentralized Governmental Power.”  Southern Political Science Association.  Norfolk, VA.  November 1997.

“Generational Differences in Political Support and Political Participation:  The Case of Congress.”  American Political Science Association. Washington, DC.  August 1997.

“Media Use and Political Support: The Implications for Political Participation.”  Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL.  April 1997.

“External Influences on the National Cancer Institute:  The Marketing and Pricing of Taxol.”  Southern Political Science Association.  Atlanta, GA.  November 1996.

“Public Support for Electronic Town Meetings.”  (Diana M. Owen and Stephen J. Farnsworth).  Southern Political Science Association. Tampa, FL. November 1995.

“Generational Differences in Political Support: The Implications for Political Participation.”  (Diana M. Owen and Stephen J. Farnsworth).  American Political Science Association.  Chicago, IL.  August 1995.

“Framing the Vote: Presidential Elections, The Economy and the ‘Involved’ Poor.”   American Political Science Association.   New York, NY.  September 1994.

“The Economy and Presidential Elections: A Study of Unionization's Role in the States.”  Midwest Political Science Association.  Chicago, IL.  April 1994.

COURSES TAUGHT

George Mason (Undergraduate): News Writing and Reporting; Politics and the Mass Media (Graduate): Mass Media and Social Influence

Mary Washington (Undergraduate): American Government; Mass Media Politics; U.S. Political Parties & Elections; The American Presidency; Research & Writing in Political Science; U.S. Public Policy; Modern Political Analysis; Politics and Film; Independent Studies/Honors Projects/Internships

McGill (Undergraduate): U.S. Presidential Politics and Communication 

Georgetown (Graduate): Presidential Politics and Communication; Election Campaign Communication; Mass Media and Globalization; Political & Cultural Implications of Cyberjournalism

Georgetown (Undergraduate): U.S. Political Systems; Media in American Politics; Washington Semester U.S. Public Policy Seminar

INVITED PRESENTATIONS

International Audiences

“The Obama Presidency (so far): Facing the Domestic and International Challenges.”  The Scandinavian Washington Seminar. Washington, DC. November 2009.

 “The U.S. Political Process, Social Movements and Demographic Changes.” International Visitor Leadership Program for South America. U.S. State Department, Washington, DC. September 2009.

 “The Obama Presidency and U.S. Foreign Policy: Trends under a new Administration.” International Visitor Leadership Program for East Asia/Pacific Region. U.S. State Department, Washington, DC. September 2009.

 “President Obama’s First 100 Days.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Tallinn, Estonia. June 2009. Riga, Kaltene, and Valmiera, Latvia. May 2009. Vilnius and Siauliai, Lithuania. May 2009.

“How News Coverage Can Impact Election Outcomes.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Tallinn, Estonia. June 2009. 

“The Challenges of Small-Town Reporting.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Viljandi, Estonia. June 2009. 

“How Presidents Sell Their Policies: Political Persuasion During the Obama Campaign and Administration.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Riga, Latvia. June 2009. 

 “Journalistic Ethics and Professionalism.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Riga, Latvia. June 2009. Vilnius, Lithuania. May 2009.

 “Building Trust in Government.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Riga, Latvia. May 2009. 

“Investigative Reporting: Getting to the Bottom of Things.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department and Transparency International, Vilnius, Lithuania. May 2009. U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. Baku, Azerbaijan. July 2005. Odessa, Donetsk, Zaporizhiye, and Feodosia, Ukraine. July 2004. Tbilisi, Georgia. May 2003. Yerevan, Gyumri and Goris, Armenia. May 2002. Kiev and Yalta, Ukraine.  March 2002.

“Reviewing The 2008 U.S. Presidential Election: Why Obama Won.” McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. November 2008.

“The 2008 U.S. Presidential Campaign: Dueling Characters and Public Policy Visions.” Speakers Program for Norwegian Journalists, Georgetown University, Washington, DC. November 2008.

 “The 2008 Presidential Nomination Campaigns: The State of the Races.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Video Link with U.S. Embassy in Freetown, Sierra Leone. March 2008.

“Covering Campaigns and Elections: Getting Readers Interested.” U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Goris, Sisian and Sevan, Armenia. November 2007. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. Baku, Azerbaijan. July 2005. Odessa, Donetsk, Zaporizhiye, and Feodosia, Ukraine. July 2004. Tbilisi, Georgia. May 2003. Yerevan, Gyumri and Goris, Armenia. May 2002. Kiev and Yalta, Ukraine.  March 2002.

 “Improving Campaign News Coverage: Lessons from the U.S. Experience.” U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Goris, Sisian and Sevan, Armenia. November 2007. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. Baku, Azerbaijan. July 2005. Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, New Delhi, and Bangalore, India. October 2004. Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, Odessa, Donetsk, Zaporizhiye, Simferopl and Kiev, Ukraine. July 2004. Norwegian Institute of Journalism, Washington, DC. June 2004, September 2004. Federation of Nepalese Journalists, Washington, DC. June 2004. Speakers Program, U.S. State Department.  Manila, the Philippines. March 2004. 

 “Evaluating Public Opinion Polls: A Brief Introduction to Survey Research.” U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Armenia. November 2007. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. Baku, Azerbaijan. July 2005. Tbilisi, Georgia. May 2003. Yerevan, Gyumri and Goris, Armenia. May 2002. Kiev and Yalta, Ukraine.  March 2002.

“News Coverage of the Bush Administration and the U.S. Government on NBC, CBC and CTV.” Speakers Program, U. S. State Department. Video Link with U.S. Consulates in Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver, Canada. Montreal, Canada. June 2007.

 “President George Bush, the Iraq War and U.S. Public Opinion.” Max Bell Foundation Lecture, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. March 2007.

“The Bush Administration and the 2006 Midterm Elections: Future U.S. Policies toward Canada.” Speakers Program, U. S. State Department. Video Link with U.S. Consulates in Halifax, Calgary, Winnipeg and Vancouver, Canada. Montreal, Canada. December 2006.

“The 2006 U.S. Midterm Elections and Canada-U.S. Relations.” Fulbright Lecture, Carleton  University, Ottawa, Canada. November 2006.

“The George W. Bush Presidency after the 2006 U.S. Midterm Elections.” Fulbright Lecture, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. November 2006.

“The U.S. Midterm Elections: What to Watch for on Election Night and Beyond.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Glendon College of York University, Toronto, Canada. November 2006. Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada. November 2006.

“Passing the Mid-term Test: The U.S. Election and What it Means for Canada.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Couchiching Institute on Public Affairs, Toronto, Canada. November 2006.

“U.S. Presidents in War and Peace: Television Coverage of Military and Foreign Policy.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Trent University, Peterborough, Canada. November 2006.

“Presidential Politics, the Mass Media and Public Opinion in the United States.” U.S. Embassy’s American Corner Program. Gyumri, Armenia. June 2006. German Fulbright Commission and American Institute for Contemporary German Studies Program for German Scholars and Journalists. Washington, DC. September 2005.

 “Government-Media Relations: The Uneasy Struggle.” U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. Baku, Azerbaijan. July 2005. Odessa, Donetsk, Zaporizhiye, and Feodosia, Ukraine. July 2004. Tbilisi, Georgia. May 2003. Yerevan, Gyumri and Goris, Armenia. May 2002. Kiev and Yalta, Ukraine.  March 2002.

 “Nation-Building through Regional News Coverage.” U.S. Agency for International Development and International Research & Exchanges Board. Yerevan, Armenia. June 2006. 

“U.S. Network Television News Coverage of the 2004 Presidential Election.” Speakers Program for Egyptian Journalists, National Democratic Institute, Washington, DC. November 2004.

“The 2004 Presidential Election: What to watch for on Election Night (and the day after).” Speakers Program, U. S. State Department. Video Link with U.S. Embassy, New Delhi, India. Washington, DC. November 2004.

 “The 2004 U.S. Presidential Campaign: Current Challenges Facing the Candidates and the News Media.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, New Delhi, Chennai, and Hyderabad, India. October 2004.

“Multiculturalism in U.S. Presidential Elections.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department, New Delhi, India. October 2004.

 “The ‘Who’ of Election Coverage: Personalities, Parties and the Electorate.” Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Cebu, the Philippines. March 2004.

“Evaluating the Philippine Fair Election Act.”  Speakers Program, U.S. State Department. Cebu, the Philippines. March 2004.

U.S. Audiences

“Journalism Meets the White House: Examining Political Spin.” Washington Journalism and Media Conference. George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. July 13, 2009.

 “Mass Media and Social Influence: The Marketing of Presidents and their Policies.” U.S. Air Force Strategic Communication Workshop. George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. June 24, 2009; February 12, 2009.

“Virginia’s Candidate Selection Process: Examining Recent Primaries and Conventions.” American Legion Boys’ State of Virginia. Lynchburg, VA. June 22, 2009; June 17, 2008; June 21, 2005; June 21, 2004; June 17, 2003.

“The Legacy of Ronald Reagan.” Great Lives Series, University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg, VA. April 23, 2009.

“The First Months of the Obama Presidency.” Mary Washington Elder Study Program.  Fredericksburg, VA. April 15, 2009.

“How Presidential Administrations Deal with the News Media.” Society of Professional Journalists Conference. Arlington, VA. March 28, 2009. 

“How Media and Politics Redefine Each Other: Presidents as Spinners in Chief.” Virginia Festival of the Book. Charlottesville, VA. March 20, 2009. 

 “From Rhetoric to Reality: Previewing the Next President.” George Mason University Alumni Association Forum. New York, NY. November 13, 2008.

“Politics and Religion: A Look Back at America’s 2008 Elections.” Fredericksburg Area Unitarian Universalist Association Community Forum. Fredericksburg, VA. November 9, 2008.

“The Importance of Presidential Debates.”  George Mason University. Fairfax, VA. September 26, 2008.

“Campaign 2008: Presidential Election Spin.” Central Rappahannock Regional Library. Fredericksburg, VA. September 26, 2008. 

“Public Policy Making Today.” Newspapers in Education Summer Seminar for Teachers in the Spotsylvania County, Stafford County and Fredericksburg City School Districts, Fredericksburg, VA. June 23, 2008.

 “The New News Nightmare: The 2008 Presidential Candidates Face the News Media.” Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Honor Society Induction. Georgetown University, Washington, DC. April 30, 2008.

“U.S. Energy and Environmental Policies in the 2008 Presidential Election.” Energy Security Forum, University of Mary Washington. Fredericksburg, VA. April 8, 2008. 

“How Media Shape Life as We Know It: The Nightly News Nightmare.” Virginia Festival of the Book. Charlottesville, VA. March 28, 2008. 

 “Dueling Firsts: Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama and John McCain Run for the White House.” Beth Shalom Temple Seniors Forum. Stafford, VA. February 12, 2008.

 “The 2008 Presidential Campaign: The State of the Race for the White House.” Virginia Law Foundation Annual Meeting. Williamsburg, VA. January 17, 2008.

“Politics and Religion: A Look Back at Virginia’s 2007 Elections.” Fredericksburg Area Unitarian Universalist Association Community Forum. Fredericksburg, VA. November 11, 2007.

“The 2008 U.S. Presidential Nomination Campaigns: The State of the Races.” Mary Washington Elder Study Program.  Fredericksburg, VA. November 8, 2007.

 “Virginia’s 2007 Legislative Elections: A Preview.” Virginia Community College System Administrators’ Fall Conference. Staunton, VA. October 17, 2007.

 “Virginia Politics: Abusive Driver Fees, Immigration and the 2007 Legislative Elections.” Modern America Summer Seminar for Teachers. Spotsylvania County and Stafford County School Districts, Massaponnax, VA. August 9, 2007.

 “Harry S. Truman.” Great Lives Series, University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg, VA. April 20, 2006.

“The Presidency and the Media.” Lake of the Woods Forum. Lake of the Woods, VA. April 6, 2006.

“Journalism Then and Now: The Mediated Presidency.” Virginia Festival of the Book. Charlottesville, VA. March 23, 2006. 

“Politics and Religion: A Look Back at Virginia’s 2005 Elections.” Fredericksburg Area Unitarian Universalist Association Community Forum. Fredericksburg, VA. November 13, 2005.

“Virginia’s 2005 Gubernatorial Election and Beyond.”  Longwood University, Farmville, VA. November 2, 2005.



