
LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊƳƛƴƎΩǎ 
Six Americas:  

! DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
Warming Beliefs, Attitudes, Policy 

Preferences and Actions



What should the U.S. be doing 
about global warming?  

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅΧ 
Much 
more!

Nothing 
at all!

²ƘŀǘΩǎ 
global 

warming?

A little?



Å They fall into six distinct groups.

Å Each group has a unique set of  
beliefs, values, opinions and 
actions.

Å Understanding the differences is 
vital to effective engagement.

Å When we know what the groups 
think & how they feel, we can 
speak to their concerns more 
directly.

Americans differ in their beliefs & concern about 
global warming.



Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊƳƛƴƎΩǎ ά{ƛȄ Americasέ

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΧ 

Source: Yale, July, 2010 

The size of the bubbles shows the proportion of Americans that belonged to each group 
in the summer of 2010.



Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊƳƛƴƎΩǎ ά{ƛȄ Americasέ

They think ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ look differentΧ 

Å¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄΣ ǊŀŎŜΣ 
age or income ςthere are men and women of every age, 
race and income in each of the six groups.

ÅBut they differ dramatically in their beliefs about the 
reality, causes and dangers of global warming.



[ŜǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǎƛȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΧ
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Alarmed Alice 
Alice is completely sure global 
warming is happening, human caused, 
andfeels personally threatened by it.  
Shebelieves that people around the 
world are already being harmed by it, 
or will be soon.

Alice isslightly more likely than 
average to be taking steps to reduce 
her energy use, butis far more likely 
than average to use her purchasing 
power - and her voice as a citizen - to 
advocate for change. Alice supports a 
wide range of policy responses to 
address global warming.



Concerned Claudia
Claudia is very sure global warming is 
happening, andbelieves it has human 
causes, butfeels less personally 
threatened than Alice. She believes 
that global warming will begin to 
harm people around the world 10+ 
years from now. 

Claudia is average in terms of taking 
measures to reduce her energy 
consumption, but well above average 
in terms of using her purchasing 
power to advocate for change. 
Claudia supports aggressive 
government policies, but iscurrently 
unlikely to contact her elected 
officials to say so.



Cautious Carl 
Carl is only somewhat sure that global 
warming is happening, and he is 
equally likely to see it as human caused 
or natural.  He sees global warming as 
a distant threat ςprimarily a threat to 
other people ςǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ 
people around the world for another 
25 - 50 years. 

Carl is taking average steps to reduce 
Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
involved in addressing global warming 
in other ways. He is, however, modestly 
supportive of a range of proposed 
policies.



Disengaged Diane
Diane thinks global warming may be 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
consider it personally important, and 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘknow much about it.

Diane has done relatively little to reduce 
her use of energy at home, but because 
she has lower than average income she is 
more likely than average not to rely on 
her own car.

Despite her low level of personal 
concern, Diane is more supportive than 
Carlof a national response to global 
warming. 



Doubtful David

5ŀǾƛŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǊŜŀƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
human-caused. DavidƛǎƴΩǘ worried 
about it; he sees global warming as a 
ǾŜǊȅ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǊƳ 
people for at least another 100 years.

5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
response to global warming per se, but 
he is modestly in favor of a range of 
energy-saving policy measures, and is
improving energy-efficiency in his home. 


